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EN BANC ORDER

Before the Court, en bénc, is the letter-styled motion for the appointment of new
counsel filed pro se by Willie Cory Godbolt. Godbolt is indigent, and he is represented by
attorneys with the Mississippi Office of State Public Defender, Capital Division. Godbolt
provides no basis for his request for new counsel. “Counsel is presumed to be competent .
.. . An indigent criminal defendant is not entitled . . . to counsel of his own choosing][.]”
Rowsey v. State, 188 So. 3d 486, 499 (Miss. 2015) (first alteration in original) (internal
quotation marks omitted) (quoting Johnson v. State, 476 So. 2d 1195, 1204 (Miss. 1985));
see also Rinehart v. State, 883 So.2d 573, 576 (Miss. 2004) (“A defendant has an absolute
right to counsel, but his right to choose counsel is not absolute.” (internal quotation marks
omitted) (quoting Atterberry v. State, 667 So. 2d 622, 630 (Miss. 1995))). Having duly

considered the motion, the Court finds that it should be denied.



ITIS, THEREFORE, ORDERED that Godbolt’s motion for the éppointment of new
counsel is denied.

'—’
SO ORDERED, this the ;b

MICHAEL K. RANDOLPHU
CHIEF JUSTICE,
FOR THE COURT

TO DENY: ALL JUSTICES.



